Mrs. A. J., a married woman, about forty, (without any family,) and of a nervo-bilious temperament; in her appearance there was nothing to indicate any abnormal tendency, and her particular annoyance was only manifested when she attempted to answer some questions put to her.
I found on the left side of her mouth a strong semi-cartilaginous band, which seemed to originate in the upper jaw.
The situation of this band being about an inch from the corner of the mouth and the insertion of the buccinator muscle near the dens molars, and probably also intimately connected with the masseter; as the latter arises by strong tendinous and fleshy fibres from the superior maxillary bone, where it joins the os malae, the whole length of the inner edge of the zygomata. And the probable connection of the band with the latter muscle may be fairly presumed, as the outer part of the masseter stands backwards, and the inner part forwards, and in some measure decussating each other. In its descent it covers the coronoid process under the temporal muscles to be inserted in the angle of the lower jaw, and from upwards to the outside of the coronoid process.
The probable origin of this pseudo-growth may be further confirmed by the fact, that the action of the buccinator is to draw the mouth backwards and outwards, and to con-tract the cavity by pressing the cheeks inwards ; whilst the action of the masseters is to raise the lower jaw, and pull it backwards and forwards, according to the direction of the fibres of these muscles.
We may now speak of this freak of nature and point out the many annoying consequences it induced.
The poor creature's teeth approximated so closely that she could neither cut, tear, or grind her food, and had to live on slops ; besides this her pronunciation of words was seriously defective.
The ing freely between it and the band, the latter had become so perfectly united with the cheek, that it would now be impossible to do any good by any attempt to separate it; and it could only be removed by dissecting it away from the cheek to which it is incorporated, and in so doing, as it is merely covered with the integument, any operation might tend to induce another very unpleasant deformity.
The last spring, having had occasion to visit Cheltenham again, on a melancholy bereavement of one of my family, I took the opportunity of once more examining the patient, and now feel assured that any operation would be attended with some danger.
The jaws are perfectly immovable, and the anchylosis is complete. And although she lives altogether on suction, yet she looked better in health than I had anticipated. There is, however, every probability that she may ultimately die from actual inanition. [ 
